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In the European Union, eleven coccidiostat active ingredients are 

authorised as feed additives for one or several target species such as 

chicken, turkey, rabbits. Such coccidiostats may be sub-classified 

according to their pharmacological properties namely as ionophoric 

compounds (lasalocid, monensin, maduramicin, narasin, salinomycin, 

semduramicin) or non-ionophoric compounds (decoquinate, 

diclazuril, halofuginone, nicarbazin, robenidine). 

The cross-contamination of feed by coccidiostats during the 

production process can result in exposure of non-target animal species 

and consequently consumers through animal-based products. The 

Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain (CONTAM) of the 

European Food Safety Authority has performed risk assessments for 

non-target animals and humans regarding the cross-contamination of 

feed at 2%, 5% and 10% of the maximum level authorised for target 
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species. Overall, it was concluded that such a risk for non-target 

species after consumption of cross-contaminated feed was negligible 

in most cases. Exceptions were salinomycin and monensin in horses 

for which potential adverse effects may occur after consumption of 

cross-contamination feed at 2% and 5% of the maximum levels for 

target species respectively. 

The concentrations of residues in animal products and human 

exposure for high consumers were estimated using occurrence and 

kinetic data and the standard food basket consumption figures for 

eggs, meat, and edible offal respectively. The human dietary 

exposure, was then compared to the acceptable daily intake (ADI) for 

each coccidiostat. 

Human exposure to residues of 9 coccidiostats were estimated to be 

well below the respective ADIs assuming 10% of cross-contamination 

whereas for lasalocid and halofuginone the estimates of exposures 

were be slightly greater than the ADIs. However, regular exposure to 

residues of lasalocid and halofuginone from edible tissues and eggs at 

the conservatively estimatedconcentrations are unlikely to occur. 

Thus, the CONTAM panel concluded consumers' health would not be 

affected.  
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